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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FACTS    ABOUT    BOSQUE  FARMS 


Official  Namo:  Bosque  Farms 

Location:  In  Valencia  County,  central  New  Mexico,  18  miles  south 

of  Albuquerque. 

dumber  of  Units:  The  tract  has  been  divided  into  42  units,  on  each  of 

which  a  dwelling-,  barn,  and  poultry  house  have  been 
built . 


History  of  project:        Bosque  Farms  was  initiated  by  the  F.E.R.A.  through  the 

New  Mexico  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  in  April, 
1935.     On  July  1,  1935,  the  project  was  transf erred  to 
the  Rcscttl anent  Administration  and  is  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

Furposc  of  project:        Bosque  Farms  is  a  community- type  agricultural  project, 

designed  to  resettle  42  families  whose  standard  of  liv- 
ing has  become  very  lew  because  of  drought  and  depres- 
sion conditions  and  the  very  poor  type  of  land  on  which 
they  were  attempting  to  exist.    A  diversified  farming 

plan  on  rich  land  which  will  be  irrigated  to  insure 
productivity,  will  establish  these  families  on  a  more 
successful  basis. 


project  Description:       2,426  acres  of  fertile  land  arc  included  in  the  project. 

Individual  farms  ranging  in  size  from  30  to  90  acres 
have  been  laid  out.    Alfalfa,  corn,  and  small  grain 
will  be  cultivated,  and  there  will  be  intensive  cultivatio 
of  vegetables  and  other  crops  under  irrigation.  Orchards 
have  been  planted.    Dairy  cows,  hogs,  and  poultry  will 
be  raised.     Individual  wells  provide  water  for  the  homes, 
and  a  community  irrigation  system  connecting  with  the 
existing  district  system  will  supply  water  for  the  farm 
land.    An  adobe  brick  school  building  has  been  constructed 
and  will  serve  as  a  community  building  and  recreation 
center.     The  necessary  roads  have  been  built  and  elec- 
tricity is  available  from  a  private  utility,  but  has  not 
been  connected  yet. 


House  Description:  Construction  en  the  project  is  complete.    All  of  the 

homes  and  the  community  building  are  cf  adobe  brick. 
Two  of  the  houses  are  of  two  rooms,  9  are  three-room, 
15  are  four-room,  and  15  are  five-ream.     Each  has 
mcdorn  plumbing  and  is  wired  far  electricity. 
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The  Homesteaders:  Early  in  193  5,  71  families,  en  nassc,  moved  from  Taos, 

Mills,  and  Hope,  New  Mexico  LU  projects  to  the  Bosque 
Project.     Practically  all  of  these  families  were  from  the 
Taos  LU  project.     Until  the  spring  of  1937  these  families 
were  employed  on  W.P.A.  assignments  in  the  construction 
work  of  the  project.     From  this  number  of  families  42 
were  selected  and  given  a  two-year  lease,  extending 
through  1938.    The  heads  of  these  families  range  in 
age  from  22  to  70  years.     All  of  them  had  had  some 
experience  in  general  farming,  however,  many  of  them 
had  no  experience  in  irrigation  before  moving  to  the 
project.    The  educational  range  is  from  those  who  con 
only  read  and  write  to  the  very  few  who  had  some  high 
school  training.    The  majority  never  went  above  the 
seventh  grade.     Practically  all  of  these  families  are 
natives  of  states  further  oast.     They  moved  to  New 
Mexico  to  homestead  land  or  to  regain  their  health. 
Very  few  had,  however,  owned  land  with  the  exception 
of  the  small  tracts  of  sub-marginal  land  homesteaded, 
which  they  sold  to  the  government.    The  average  income 
of  these  families  before  coming  to  the  project  was 
very  low.     Living  conditions,  as  a  rule,  were  very 
poor  and  school  advantages  for  children  were  very 
limited.    Very  few  of  these  families  came  to  the  project 
with  any  chattels  except  very  meager  furniture. 

Results  of  Project:        Many  health  and  social  problems  which  had  previously 

existed  in  these  families  created  some  difficulty  and, 
as  a  result,  4  of  the  original  42  families  have  with- 
drawn from  the  project.     These  vacancies  were  filled 
in  the  fall  of  1937  by  lew  income  families  in  nearby 
counties  who  had  been  financed  for  two  years  by  the  RA . 
With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  families,  some  progress 
has  been  made  during  1937.     Project  officials  have 
secured  the  cooperation  of  other  governmental  agencies 
and  state  agencies  end  much  has  been  done  to  correct 
some  of  the  social  and  medical  problems  which  arose. 
The  standard  cf  living  of  these  families  has  been 
raised.     All  children  have  about  the  average  educational 
opportunities,     practically  all  of  these  families  have 
made  partial  payments  on  their  rent  and  in  several 

instances,  they  have  made  some  repayments  on  loans  which 
were  made  them  to  purchase  stock,  equipment  and  subsis- 
tence.    As  a  whole,  these  families  are  making  satisfactory 
adjustments  and  it  is  believed  the  majority  of  these 
families  will  continue  to  progress  slowly  and  remain  on 
the  project.  ( 
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